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Cold and rainy weather could not deter 
thirty-eight student leaders as they gath-
ered in Sacramento for Californians for Jus-
tice’s annual Statewide Leadership Retreat 
(SLR), which took place from February 28 – 	
March 2, 2009.

Student leaders trekked in from CFJ’s four or-
ganizing regions—Long Beach, Fresno, San 
Jose, and Oakland—to learn more about the 
history of racial injustice in California schools, 
develop their organizing skills, and meet with 
legislators. They arrived Saturday afternoon 
and settled into the Sacramento Hostel, a 
stunning and amazingly restored 124-year 
old Victorian mansion located in downtown 
Sacramento.

“I was excited when we got there,” said Ke-
nyon Davis, a junior from Long Beach Poly 
PAAL. “The house was huge and I couldn’t 
wait to go in.”

The opening session of the SLR allowed 
youth leaders to meet CFJ’s new executive 
director, Jeremy Lahoud, and give input on 
CFJ’s priority goals for 2009 which focus on 
the Campaign for a Quality Education, youth 
leadership development, fundraising, organi-
zational development, and media and com-
munications strategy. 

Student leaders also performed skits by 
regions to update their fellow members on 
their local work and voted in new CFJ board 
members Reverend Floyd Harris and Maria 
Ortega (see feature on pg. 4)

The opening session also allowed student 
leaders to get to know CFJ as a collection 
of dedicated staff and student members. 
“It was great to see all the people and old 
friends from previous years,” said Angélica 
Lemus, a senior at Fresno’s Roosevelt High 
School. “It’s exciting to see we’re making a 
change statewide, and that there are other 
people going through the same things.”

Following a night of movies, games, and 

homework, student leaders rose Sunday 
morning to a crash course itinerary de-
signed to develop their organizing skills. “It’s 
definitely something I’ve never done before,” 
said Iva Hu, a freshman at Independence 
High School in San Jose. “I learned a lot 
of important things like base-building as a 
movement, grassroots fundraising through 
the community, and media and communica-
tions tools.”

In the afternoon, student leaders were intro-
duced to the Campaign for a Quality Edu-
cation, CFJ’s statewide alliance dedicated 
to ensuring that all students are 100 per-
cent prepared for college and careers upon 
graduating from high school. CQE Statewide 
Alliance Coordinator Charles McDonald led 
a political education session on the current 
economic crisis and its roots in racially pro-
filed, predatory lending that would make an 
economics professor proud.  CQE Statewide 
Campaign Director Carmen Iñiguez updated 
student leaders on the recent efforts of the 
CQE, recent discussions with legislators, and 

legislation language (see CQE update on pg. 
3). 

But it wasn’t all business, as that night the 
CFJ staff and student leaders offered up their 
talents in the Annual SLR Talent Show, which 
featured an evening of poetry, song, magic, 
dance, and comedy. One of the standouts 
performances was an original song by CFJ 
board member Vanessa Bell, accompanied 
by Jeremy on guitar. 

Monday morning, student leaders and staff 
quickly packed up and headed over to the 
state capitol. They were greeted with a spe-
cial visit from Assemblywoman Julia Brown-
ley (D-Santa Monica) who offered encourag-
ing words and support for their upcoming 
legislative visits. 

“I think the fact that we are not succeed-
ing in educating all of our children is the 

CFJ Student Leaders Storm Sacramento

CFJ student leaders and staff gather beneath the rotunda of the State Capitol Building in Sacramento, 
CA during the annual Statewide Leadership Retreat

Continued on Pg. 3

CFJ Leader: Maria Ortega
The newest student board member of CFJ 
has big plans for herself. 

Maria Ortega, a junior at Edison High School 
in Fresno, plans on graduating as her school’s 
valedictorian (she currently has a 4.2 GPA), 
attending USC or Stanford, and studying so-
cial work and political science.   She’d also 
like to join the Peace Corps, 
get a Master’s degree or two, 
and become a social worker.

“My passion is helping kids, 
ending the suffering of kids,” 
the 16-year old said. 

Maria joined CFJ two years 
ago, recruited by her cousin 
Angélica Lemus and CFJ 
Fresno lead organizer Gina 
Rodriguez.   “(CFJ) was dif-
ferent,” she said. “It was like 
school, but it wasn’t cen-
sored.” She quickly stepped up to serve as 
the Edison chapter president last year, and 
now as Alliance Chair, where she builds con-
nections with other school clubs, and as 
Campaign Chair for the Fresno region. 

“Maria came in really quiet, but then some-
thing happened and she skyrocketed,” said 
Rodriguez. “She gets the issues and can tie 
her opinions into her political education at 
CFJ. She’s a great speaker now, and really 
owns her space when she talks to legislators 
and elected officials.” 

Maria points out last year’s “Your Future, 
Your Life, You Have the Power” college ac-
cess campaign—in which students fought to 
have A-G college requirement posters placed 
in all classrooms and to reduce the student 
to counselor ratio from 800:1 to 450:1—as a 
highlight of her organizing work. 

“It was a huge step for us. Our 
first victory,” stated Maria, who 
likes hanging out with her friends 
at the mall or local pizza parlor. 
Later this year, they have plans 
to go prom dress shopping in 
Los Angeles. 

Maria is inspired to make change 
and work hard by her mom, a 
single mother who works two 
jobs to make ends meet. “I had 
to grow up fast,” said the oldest 
of four siblings who immigrated 
to the United States thirteen 

years ago. “My goal is to buy her a house and 
make sure she is provided for.” 

At the 2009 CFJ Student Leadership Retreat, 
Maria continued her dedication to CFJ by 
stepping up and being voted in as a board 
member. “It was a step further on the ladder,” 
she said. “A great chance to learn.”

As a board member, Maria wants “CFJ to grow, 
to be all about the community, to be in the com-
munity, to be funded by the community, and 
most of all, to keep leading the movement.”

A P R I L

April 7	 CFJ San Jose—Eastside 
Education Alliance Policy 
Roundtable

 	 4:30-6:30pm, National Hispanic 
University 14271 Story Road  
San Jose, CA 95127

April 13	 CFJ Justice League Monthly 
Donor Campaign Kick-Off

April 22	 CFJ Oakland—OUSD 100% 
Prepared Survey presented at 
Oakland Unified School District 
board meeting

	 5:00-9:00pm OUSD Board 
Room, 1025 2nd Avenue 
Oakland, CA 94606

April 30	 CFJ Fresno —Dropout Campaign 
Kick-off Rally  
Time and place TBA

April 30	 CFJ Long Beach—Education 
Forum, ECCO: Making the “Best 
Urban School District” Better

	 6:00 - 9:00pm, Location TBA
M AY

May	 CQE Action and Rally in 
Sacramento

	 Exact time and date TBA

J U N E

June 15	 Summer Youth Leadership 
Academy (SYLA) Opening

Please contact paul@caljustice.org if you are 
interested in participating in any of the above 
events and actions.
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CFJ Donors – Thank You!
Thank you to our community supporters who support and 
motivate us to make change in our schools. The following 
people have donated since September 1, 2008.

* Designates Justice League members who make monthly 
donations to CFJ. Join them at www.caljustice.org or by  
calling 510-452-2728.

Susan Summerfield and 
Carol Burdick

AyeNay Abye*
Isaac Acosta*
Kathryn Adam 
Jan Adams and Rebecca 

Gordon*
Gayle Adams
Harry Adams*
Jesmin Ahmed and Zahed 

Ahmed
Genevieve Alderete
Dana Aleshire
Francisco Alvarado
Tamara Alvarado
Iris Armenta
Sam Assefa
Marianna Aue and Cara 

Jobson*
Louise Auerhahn
Ralphy Avitia
Jesse Bachrach*
Elaine Bachrach and William 

Bachrach
Ari Bachrach*
Gordon Baranco
Jessica Barber*
John Berg
Jodie Berger
Gene Bernardi
Heather Bernikoff
Nohemi Betancourt and 

Ben Betancourt
Sari Bilick

Gary Blasi and Kit Kol-
lenberg*

Marissa Bloom*
Shigeharu Bonk*
George Bouldt
Jennifer Emiko Boyden
Aspen Branch-Moore*
Kim Brettschneider and 

Patrick
Pauline Brooks
China Brotsky and Daniel 

Roth
Elizabeth Brown
Dana Bunnett
Phyllida Burlingame
Christine Byon
Harrison Castro*
Charlotte Casey
Gilbert Chavez and Mary 

Ann Chavez*
Ann Cheng
Son Cheong Kuan
Wendall Chin and Yvonne 

Taylor
Young Whan
Chriatiane Clark
Ari Clemenzi
Zhanette Coffee*
Eli Conley*
Jill Contreras
Talia Cooper
Jes Cornette
Manuel Correia and 

Ramona Tobias

Paul Coutts and Alexa 
Coutts

Josh Cranston
Forest Crumpley and Elsa 

Crumpley
David Cunningham
Grace Dacoug
Nancy Dalwin and Geoffrey 

Dalwin*
Beth Daly
Diana Dang*
Jennifer Dang*
Ramie Dare
Linda Darling-Hammond 

and Allen Hammond IV
Julie Davidson-Gomez and 

Antonio Gomez
Sarina de la Rosa
Rosylin Dean
Lydia Dibene
Helen Duffy and Bill 

Chorneau
Jerry Dyer and Elaine Yee 

Chin*
Emunah Edinburgh
Shareef Elfiki
Juliet Ellis
Michael Falk and Lynne 

Prather
Claire Feder
Lisa Feldberg
Nina Fendel
Rona Fernandez and 

Henry Liu*

Netsy Firestein and Larry 
Bilick

Mike Fitzgerald
Vickie Fouts
Michelle Foy
Melia Franklin and David 

Baker
Charlie Freas
Tanya Freudenberger and 

Richard Freuden-
berger, Jr.

Donna Furuta*
Paul Furuta
Maria Gaspar*
Michael Gast*
Colin Glassey and Hoa 

Glassey
Amanda Goad 
Miles Goff*
Emily Goldfarb
Helen R. Goldsmith and 

Paul Heller
Jose Gomez
Judith Grether
Abel Guillen
Douglas Hailey III*
Sarah Ann Haldan
Elizabeth Hall
C. Stuart Hall
Linda Halpern and Elliot 

Halpern
Maxine Heiliger*
Monica Henestroza
Monica Hernandez and 

Anthony Del Porto
Kristina Hernandez
Eve Hershcopf
Kaysi Holman
Laura Hong
Angela Hong*
Lex Horan
Lina Hoshino
Andy Huang*
Janet Hund
Priscilla Hung

Nona Hungate*
Raymond Huynh Ly and 

Tim Duy Ly
Lindsay Imai Hong andCliff 

Imai
Janelle Ishida*
Taryn Ishida and Ryan 

Komagome
Hitesh Jadau
Maricela Jauregui
Matthew Jendian
Kelly Jocius
Paul Johnson and Jeanette 

Johnson
Angelica Jongco
Beckie Joyce and Leonard 

Townsell
Cesar Juarez
K-Dub
Cynthia Kaufman
Jane Kaufman*
Russell Kennedy and Anita 

Varela
Monika Kessling
Helen Kim
Paul Kivel
Kim Klausner and Debra 

Chasnoff
Kim Klein and Stephanie 

Roth
Jenn Knox
Bill Kong
Stacy Kono*
Toby Kramer and Flo 

Vasquez
Jeremy Lahoud*
Ryan Lahurd and Carol 

Lahurd
Kristin Lahurd
Johnny Lam
Richard Lam*
Marilyn Langlois
Cathy Le*
Khanh Le*
Ed Lee and Lisa Nakamura*

Andrea Lee
Ntanya Lee and T. Ayoka 

Turner
Vicki Legion
Alison Lehmann
Claire Lesnick*
Yan Li*
Janet Lipson
Jia Liu
Mao Chi Liu
Ruben Lizardo*
Cadelba Lomeli-Loibl
Ana Lopez
Geff Lozano
SAM Luckey
Beatrice Lugo
Lee Lussier and April 

Lussier
Kelly Luu*
Heather MacLeod*
Elizabeth Maldonado
Eric Mar and Sandra 

Chin Mar*
Natasha Marsh
Karintha Marshall*
Gregory Martin and Susan 

Springborg
Sharon Martinas
Olga Martinez
Norma Martinez-HoSang 

and Dan HoSang
Kenneth Matsumura and 

Molleen Matsumura*
Elly Matsumura
Socorro McCord and 

Robert McCord
Charles McDonald*
Tanya McNeill
Jonathan McNeill
Annie McPheeters
Katie Mechem
Marisol Melendrez
Ruby Mendoza
Barbara Milazzo
Niya Mohammed*

Carmen Montano
Daniel Moser
Thomas Mosmiller
Natalia Cruz Navarro*
Suely Ngouy
Stephanie Nguyen
Tran Nguyen
Theresa Nguyen*
Lauren O’Brien and Dave 

O’Brien*
Voula O’Grady
Ruth Obel-Jorgensen
Lucila Ortiz*
Dale Ota and Russell Ota
Patty Overland
Frances Panasci
Cori Parrish*
Jean Pauline and Tom 

Brown
Nicole Perez
Fred Persily*
Mary Prophet
Jean Rabovsky
Kim Rafeedie
Margarita Ramirez
Rafael Ramirez Solorzano
Deborah Ranker*
Patricia Reyes
Cathy Rion*
Michael Rion
Julia Ris
Solomon Rivera*
Sara Rizik-Baer*
Jon Rodney
Gina Rodriguez*
Robert Rodriguez and Lydia 

Rodriguez
Gina Rodriguez
Jen Roitman
Igdalia Rojas*
Nora Roman
Michael Rosenfeld and 

Naomi Rosenfeld
Stephanie Roth and Kim 

Klein

Andrea Roth
Irwin Roth and Frances 

S Roth
Daniel Roth and Karin 

Ashley
Alison Roth
Lisa Roth
Susan Runyan
Mariko Ryono and Max 

Mariscol
Ernesto Saavedra*
Alex Safron
Cathy Sakimura and Ellen 

Freytag
Reiko Sakuma*
Larry Salazar
Nancy Sampson
Ann Sandoval*
Maria Sandoval
Shana Sanford
Michael-David Sasson and 

Kirsten Cross
Susan Schacher
Brian Sharbano
Laura Shaw Murra
Anthony Shell
Bill Shiebler
Dana Shirazi
Jan Slagter
Judy Smith
Jesus Solorio
Abdi Soltani and Grace 

Kong*
Hannah Strange
Antonio Swancy*
Stacie Szmonko*
Diep Tang*
Mari Rose Taruc
Michelle Thai*
Jasmin Thana*
Mila Thomas
Mazzy Thompson
Sara Tiras
Laura Jean Torgerson and 

Timothy Donaghy

Isabel Toscano
Yvette Tran*
Linda Tran
Ky-Phong Paul Tran*
Yvonne Tran*
Alexander Tu*
John Tweten and Sylvia 

Tweten
Stacy Umezu
Alina Uong and Lisa Tran*
Vivian Van Duong*
Valentina Velez-Rocha
Rachel Vernon
Lee Anne Vezzani-Katano
Bianca Villanueva and 

Edward Villanueva
Maura Villanueva*
Andrea Villasenor-Perry and 

Francis Perry
Sasha Vodnik*
Saul & Billie Wachter
Amanda Wake
Jessie Warner and Jason 

Sanders*
Angela Wayfer
Lettie Weinmann and Barry 

Weinmann
Allen Weinrub
Rose Whitcomb
Phyllis Willett
Felton Williams, PH.D.
S Wingate
Danette Winslow
Diana Wirt
Dr. Gordon Wong, D.D.S.
Geri Yang
Clarice Yanga
Nicky Gonzalez Yuen and 

Jude Yuen*
Richard Yurman
Alejandro Zaffaroni, M.D. 

and Leah L Zaffaroni
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Californians for Justice Education Fund is a statewide, grassroots organization working for racial justice by building the 
power of communities that have been pushed to the margins of the political process. We organize youth, immigrants, 
low-income people and communities of color in order to improve their social, economic and political conditions.
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civil rights issue of today. Califor-
nia must change its course and 	
invest more,” said Brownley, the 
chair of the Assembly Education 
Committee, “and make sure we 
are graduating all of our students, 
making sure that they all have 	
opportunities to go on to careers 
and higher education and be 	

productive citizens in our state.”

After Brownley’s talk, student 
leaders fanned out across the 
state capitol building to talk to 
legislator’s offices about the Cam-
paign for Quality Education, ra-
cial justice in their schools, and 
Assembly Bill 8, sponsored by 
Brownley. Assembly Bill 8 includes 
language endorsed by the CQE to 
make college and career readi-
ness a possibility for all students. 

All total, student leaders met with 
over twenty offices, from San Di-
ego to Eureka, and Bakersfield to 
Fresno. 

“I felt like I was doing something 
on a larger scale, being in Sac-
ramento and talking to the politi-
cians,” said Katia Lopez, a junior 
from James Lick High School in 
San Jose. “It was not just for me 
or my school, but for people all 
over California.”

From Executive Director  
Jeremy Lahoud 

In her brilliant 2007 book on glob-
al economic disasters, The Shock 
Doctrine, Naomi Klein quotes 
Milton Friedman, the free-market 
economic ideologue: “Only a cri-
sis––real or perceived––creates 
real change. When that crisis oc-
curs, the actions that are taken 
depend on the ideas that are lying 
around. That, I believe is our basic 
function: to develop alternatives 
to the existing policies, to keep 
them alive and available until the 
politically impossible becomes 
politically inevitable.”

The policies that Friedman pro-
moted to become “politically 
inevitable” were just the sort of 
right-wing economic policies that 
helped create our current eco-
nomic crisis, especially the de-
regulation of corporations and 
banks. But as Klein argues, hav-
ing ideas “lying around” is a strat-
egy that progressive folks should 
take heed of. 

The current economic and budget 
crisis in California and the United 
States represents a painful and 
unique opportunity to create “real 

change.” The deep cuts to edu-
cation, healthcare, and human 
services in order to balance the 
$42 billion state deficit make it im-
perative that progressive-minded 
people who care about racial and 
social justice make sure our ideas 
are “lying around.”

“100 Percent Prepared for College 
and Career,” the current cam-
paign of our statewide education 
alliance––the Campaign for Qual-
ity Education  (CQE)––represents 
a great opportunity to promote 
racial and social justice ideas at 
the state level. Launched in May 
2008, with a mobilization of more 
than 2,000 students, parents, and 
educators to the state capitol in 
Sacramento, 100 Percent Pre-
pared calls on the State of Cali-
fornia to invest in an education 
that prepares all K-12 students for 
college, meaningful careers, and 
democratic participation, regard-
less of their race, income, immi-
gration status, or where they live.

This year, the CQE is working with 
Julia Brownley (D-Santa Monica), 
Chair of the State Assembly Ed-
ucation Committee, to support 
Assembly Bill 8, legislation that 

would make California’s school 
funding system more transparent 
and efficient and target funding to 
the state’s most disadvantaged 
students. 

This May, the CQE will return to the 
state capitol to demand that poli-
cymakers plan for the future and 
make a commitment to provide 
adequate resources to educate all 
of California’s students. This rally 
is a chance for us to promote the 
idea that a full investment in Cal-
ifornia’s education system is not 

only the right thing to do, but––by 
helping students become lifelong 
learners and gain meaningful ca-
reer skills––can help us get out of 
our current economic crisis. 

We hope you will join our move-
ment to ensure that a quality edu-
cation be available for all students–
–especially low-income students, 
students of color, and immigrant 
students––and turn that ideal into 
a “politically inevitable” idea.

The Current Crisis: Time to Promote Racial and Social Justice

Campaign Updates
CFJ Fresno

CFJ Fresno’s new campaign is 
focused on preventing student 
dropouts, said Lead Organizer 
Gina Rodriguez. Students will 
be holding focus groups and 
conducting surveys to develop 
effective, youth-led strategies 
to reduce the drop-out rate in 
Fresno, currently one of the 
highest in California at 33%. On 
April 30, they will hold a rally and 
share their findings. At Edison 
High, Organizer Rhea Martin is 	
working on linking that campus 
to the dropout campaign. The 
Roosevelt High chapter won a 
clean bathroom campaign that 
resulted in bathrooms being 
checked and cleaned three times 
a day, and weekly walkthroughs 
with a vice principal. Organiz-
er Ernesto Saavedra recently 
launched an official chapter at his 
alma mater, Fresno High, where 
they are exploring interracial dy-
namics, teacher disinterest, and 
campus security. 

CFJ Long Beach

Long Beach Organizers Ay-
eNay Abye and Samantha Knox 
have been busy and produc-
tive. AyeNay has taken a lead 
with the Equitable College and 
Career Options (ECCO) Alli-
ance, a coalition of regional 
youth-serving non-profits, which 
recently had a meeting with Su-
perintendent Chris Steinhauser 
to discuss a planning grant from 	
ConnectEd to support “multiple 
pathways”—an education that 
prepares students for college 
and career options. Saman-
tha is developing a mentor-
ing program for credit-deficient 
students at Poly PAAL called 
Next STEP (Student Teaching 	
Empowerment Program). This 
April 30, CFJ Long Beach and 
ECCO will also be presenting 
ECCO: Making the “Best Urban 
School District” Better, a forum 
to discuss key findings and strat-
egies with the Long Beach Uni-
fied School District.

CFJ Oakland

At Oakland High School, Orga-
nizer Rose De Leon and students 
are organizing the OUSD 100% 
Prepared Survey, a series of focus 
groups and surveys asking over 
300 hundred students to identify 
critical needs regarding facilities, 
a relevant curriculum that fulfills 
the A-G requirements to attend 
California universities, and ad-
ditional support programs for 
first generation college students. 
They will present their findings to 
the Oakland Unified school board 
at an April 22 board meeting. At 
Laney College and the Peralta 
Community College District level, 
Organizer Yvonne Tran continues 
to lead CFJ’s inter-generational 
organizing by hosting a series 
of People’s Parties; basebuild-
ing with former CFJ high school 
students, community college stu-
dents, and community allies; and 
linking the educational crisis at 
the high school level with the is-
sues at the community colleges.

CFJ San Jose

CFJ San Jose has been leading 
the Eastside Education Alliance 
(ESEA), a coalition of students, 
parents, teachers, community 
organizations, and elected offi-
cials. At a series of events culmi-
nating at a Policy Roundtable on 
April 7, they will begin developing 
a strategic initiative to address 
parent and student support, 
the dropout rate, and prepara-
tion for college and careers and 
then present it to the Eastside 
Union High School District. At 
Silver Creek and Independence 
High Schools, Organizers Igda-
lia Rojas and Maura Villanueva 
are basebuilding around discus-
sions about the California bud-
get. At Overfelt and James Lick 
High Schools, Igdalia and Orga-
nizer Lucila Ortiz are discussing 	
immigration issues as they per-
tain to students and youth as 
their basebuilding focus and 
preparing for May 1st immigrant 
rights rallies.

Jeremy Lahoud with his partner Maria Gaspar and their daughter Adila in the 
CFJ Long Beach office

CQE Frequently Asked Questions
Who is the CQE?

The Campaign for Quality Educa-
tion is a statewide coalition made 
up of over twenty-five grassroots, 
civil rights, policy and research 
organizations. Founded in 2002, 
the CQE is committed to educa-
tional equity for all communities 
in California’s public schools and 
advancing the movement for ra-
cial, social and economic justice. 

What has the CQE done in the 
past?

The CQE is a leading statewide 
force in working towards educa-
tional equity in California’s public 
schools. In 2002, the CQE won 
a two-year delay of the imple-
mentation of the California High 
School Exit Exam. In 2004, the 
CQE was a part of the landmark 
Williams v. California settlement to 
provide nearly $1 billion for text-
books, facility improvements, and 
qualified teachers at all schools. 

In May 2008, the CQE rallied over 
2,000 students, parents, activists, 
and community organizations 
from across California at the state 
capitol in Sacramento to protest 
against major education budget 
cuts and make over forty legisla-
tive visits.   The CQE provided a 
statewide voice from students 
and parents to legislative deci-
sion-makers and helped restore 
$1 billion in education funding to 
the final budget voted on in Sep-
tember.

What is the CQE working on 
now?

In 2008, the CQE launched a 
three-year campaign, “100 Per-
cent Prepared for College and 
Career” to ensure rigorous prepa-
ration and meaningful post-sec-
ondary options for all California 
public school students. The CQE 
is proud to be working closely with 
Assemblywoman Julia Brownley 

(D-Santa Monica), chair of the As-
sembly Education Committee, on 
a finance reform bill, AB 8, which 
will include CQE priorities and lan-
guage around preparation for col-
lege and careers. AB 8 seeks to 
reform the current finance system 
to fund the actual cost of educat-
ing students with varying needs 
and environments and to make it 
transparent and accessible to lo-
cal communities (see sidebar). 

What are upcoming CQE 
events?

This May, the CQE will again gath-
er members and supporters from 
across the state in Sacramento to 
support CQE priority legislation 
and weigh in on the Special Elec-
tion ballot measures.

How can I get more info about 
the CQE?

To learn more about the CQE, 
please visit: 	
www.quality-education.org

CQE Legislation Language

“…all students are prepared at the end of their elemen-
tary and secondary education experience for college, 
careers and successful participation in our democratic 
institutions, no matter where they live or what their 
economic, racial or ethnic background is.”

Assembly Bill 8 (Julia Brownley, D-Santa Monica)

CFJ Student Leaders 
Storm Sacramento
Cont’d from p. 1

CFJ Justice League Monthly 
Donor Campaign 

CFJ is funded by you—people 
who believe in the struggle 
for social justice in education 
led by young people of color. 
Their work would not be pos-
sible without partnership from 
adult allies. On April 13, we are 
kicking off the Justice League 
Monthly Donor Campaign with 
the goal of signing up fifty new 
people to CFJ’s monthly giv-
ing program. Student leaders 
need your help to get to Sac-
ramento to demand full funding 
for their schools. Join the Jus-
tice League today and invest in 
young people of color as move-
ment leaders. Sign up online 
at www.caljustice.org or by 
returning the donation envelope 
with your newsletter. Together, 
we are powerful!

CJ Perez and Kevin Shelton, both from Fresno, speak with a staff member from 	
Assemblyman Juan Arambula’s office during the Statewide Leadership Retreat
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civil rights issue of today. Califor-
nia must change its course and 	
invest more,” said Brownley, the 
chair of the Assembly Education 
Committee, “and make sure we 
are graduating all of our students, 
making sure that they all have 	
opportunities to go on to careers 
and higher education and be 	

productive citizens in our state.”

After Brownley’s talk, student 
leaders fanned out across the 
state capitol building to talk to 
legislator’s offices about the Cam-
paign for Quality Education, ra-
cial justice in their schools, and 
Assembly Bill 8, sponsored by 
Brownley. Assembly Bill 8 includes 
language endorsed by the CQE to 
make college and career readi-
ness a possibility for all students. 

All total, student leaders met with 
over twenty offices, from San Di-
ego to Eureka, and Bakersfield to 
Fresno. 

“I felt like I was doing something 
on a larger scale, being in Sac-
ramento and talking to the politi-
cians,” said Katia Lopez, a junior 
from James Lick High School in 
San Jose. “It was not just for me 
or my school, but for people all 
over California.”

From Executive Director  
Jeremy Lahoud 

In her brilliant 2007 book on glob-
al economic disasters, The Shock 
Doctrine, Naomi Klein quotes 
Milton Friedman, the free-market 
economic ideologue: “Only a cri-
sis––real or perceived––creates 
real change. When that crisis oc-
curs, the actions that are taken 
depend on the ideas that are lying 
around. That, I believe is our basic 
function: to develop alternatives 
to the existing policies, to keep 
them alive and available until the 
politically impossible becomes 
politically inevitable.”

The policies that Friedman pro-
moted to become “politically 
inevitable” were just the sort of 
right-wing economic policies that 
helped create our current eco-
nomic crisis, especially the de-
regulation of corporations and 
banks. But as Klein argues, hav-
ing ideas “lying around” is a strat-
egy that progressive folks should 
take heed of. 

The current economic and budget 
crisis in California and the United 
States represents a painful and 
unique opportunity to create “real 

change.” The deep cuts to edu-
cation, healthcare, and human 
services in order to balance the 
$42 billion state deficit make it im-
perative that progressive-minded 
people who care about racial and 
social justice make sure our ideas 
are “lying around.”

“100 Percent Prepared for College 
and Career,” the current cam-
paign of our statewide education 
alliance––the Campaign for Qual-
ity Education  (CQE)––represents 
a great opportunity to promote 
racial and social justice ideas at 
the state level. Launched in May 
2008, with a mobilization of more 
than 2,000 students, parents, and 
educators to the state capitol in 
Sacramento, 100 Percent Pre-
pared calls on the State of Cali-
fornia to invest in an education 
that prepares all K-12 students for 
college, meaningful careers, and 
democratic participation, regard-
less of their race, income, immi-
gration status, or where they live.

This year, the CQE is working with 
Julia Brownley (D-Santa Monica), 
Chair of the State Assembly Ed-
ucation Committee, to support 
Assembly Bill 8, legislation that 

would make California’s school 
funding system more transparent 
and efficient and target funding to 
the state’s most disadvantaged 
students. 

This May, the CQE will return to the 
state capitol to demand that poli-
cymakers plan for the future and 
make a commitment to provide 
adequate resources to educate all 
of California’s students. This rally 
is a chance for us to promote the 
idea that a full investment in Cal-
ifornia’s education system is not 

only the right thing to do, but––by 
helping students become lifelong 
learners and gain meaningful ca-
reer skills––can help us get out of 
our current economic crisis. 

We hope you will join our move-
ment to ensure that a quality edu-
cation be available for all students–
–especially low-income students, 
students of color, and immigrant 
students––and turn that ideal into 
a “politically inevitable” idea.

The Current Crisis: Time to Promote Racial and Social Justice

Campaign Updates
CFJ Fresno

CFJ Fresno’s new campaign is 
focused on preventing student 
dropouts, said Lead Organizer 
Gina Rodriguez. Students will 
be holding focus groups and 
conducting surveys to develop 
effective, youth-led strategies 
to reduce the drop-out rate in 
Fresno, currently one of the 
highest in California at 33%. On 
April 30, they will hold a rally and 
share their findings. At Edison 
High, Organizer Rhea Martin is 	
working on linking that campus 
to the dropout campaign. The 
Roosevelt High chapter won a 
clean bathroom campaign that 
resulted in bathrooms being 
checked and cleaned three times 
a day, and weekly walkthroughs 
with a vice principal. Organiz-
er Ernesto Saavedra recently 
launched an official chapter at his 
alma mater, Fresno High, where 
they are exploring interracial dy-
namics, teacher disinterest, and 
campus security. 

CFJ Long Beach

Long Beach Organizers Ay-
eNay Abye and Samantha Knox 
have been busy and produc-
tive. AyeNay has taken a lead 
with the Equitable College and 
Career Options (ECCO) Alli-
ance, a coalition of regional 
youth-serving non-profits, which 
recently had a meeting with Su-
perintendent Chris Steinhauser 
to discuss a planning grant from 	
ConnectEd to support “multiple 
pathways”—an education that 
prepares students for college 
and career options. Saman-
tha is developing a mentor-
ing program for credit-deficient 
students at Poly PAAL called 
Next STEP (Student Teaching 	
Empowerment Program). This 
April 30, CFJ Long Beach and 
ECCO will also be presenting 
ECCO: Making the “Best Urban 
School District” Better, a forum 
to discuss key findings and strat-
egies with the Long Beach Uni-
fied School District.

CFJ Oakland

At Oakland High School, Orga-
nizer Rose De Leon and students 
are organizing the OUSD 100% 
Prepared Survey, a series of focus 
groups and surveys asking over 
300 hundred students to identify 
critical needs regarding facilities, 
a relevant curriculum that fulfills 
the A-G requirements to attend 
California universities, and ad-
ditional support programs for 
first generation college students. 
They will present their findings to 
the Oakland Unified school board 
at an April 22 board meeting. At 
Laney College and the Peralta 
Community College District level, 
Organizer Yvonne Tran continues 
to lead CFJ’s inter-generational 
organizing by hosting a series 
of People’s Parties; basebuild-
ing with former CFJ high school 
students, community college stu-
dents, and community allies; and 
linking the educational crisis at 
the high school level with the is-
sues at the community colleges.

CFJ San Jose

CFJ San Jose has been leading 
the Eastside Education Alliance 
(ESEA), a coalition of students, 
parents, teachers, community 
organizations, and elected offi-
cials. At a series of events culmi-
nating at a Policy Roundtable on 
April 7, they will begin developing 
a strategic initiative to address 
parent and student support, 
the dropout rate, and prepara-
tion for college and careers and 
then present it to the Eastside 
Union High School District. At 
Silver Creek and Independence 
High Schools, Organizers Igda-
lia Rojas and Maura Villanueva 
are basebuilding around discus-
sions about the California bud-
get. At Overfelt and James Lick 
High Schools, Igdalia and Orga-
nizer Lucila Ortiz are discussing 	
immigration issues as they per-
tain to students and youth as 
their basebuilding focus and 
preparing for May 1st immigrant 
rights rallies.

Jeremy Lahoud with his partner Maria Gaspar and their daughter Adila in the 
CFJ Long Beach office

CQE Frequently Asked Questions
Who is the CQE?

The Campaign for Quality Educa-
tion is a statewide coalition made 
up of over twenty-five grassroots, 
civil rights, policy and research 
organizations. Founded in 2002, 
the CQE is committed to educa-
tional equity for all communities 
in California’s public schools and 
advancing the movement for ra-
cial, social and economic justice. 

What has the CQE done in the 
past?

The CQE is a leading statewide 
force in working towards educa-
tional equity in California’s public 
schools. In 2002, the CQE won 
a two-year delay of the imple-
mentation of the California High 
School Exit Exam. In 2004, the 
CQE was a part of the landmark 
Williams v. California settlement to 
provide nearly $1 billion for text-
books, facility improvements, and 
qualified teachers at all schools. 

In May 2008, the CQE rallied over 
2,000 students, parents, activists, 
and community organizations 
from across California at the state 
capitol in Sacramento to protest 
against major education budget 
cuts and make over forty legisla-
tive visits.   The CQE provided a 
statewide voice from students 
and parents to legislative deci-
sion-makers and helped restore 
$1 billion in education funding to 
the final budget voted on in Sep-
tember.

What is the CQE working on 
now?

In 2008, the CQE launched a 
three-year campaign, “100 Per-
cent Prepared for College and 
Career” to ensure rigorous prepa-
ration and meaningful post-sec-
ondary options for all California 
public school students. The CQE 
is proud to be working closely with 
Assemblywoman Julia Brownley 

(D-Santa Monica), chair of the As-
sembly Education Committee, on 
a finance reform bill, AB 8, which 
will include CQE priorities and lan-
guage around preparation for col-
lege and careers. AB 8 seeks to 
reform the current finance system 
to fund the actual cost of educat-
ing students with varying needs 
and environments and to make it 
transparent and accessible to lo-
cal communities (see sidebar). 

What are upcoming CQE 
events?

This May, the CQE will again gath-
er members and supporters from 
across the state in Sacramento to 
support CQE priority legislation 
and weigh in on the Special Elec-
tion ballot measures.

How can I get more info about 
the CQE?

To learn more about the CQE, 
please visit: 	
www.quality-education.org

CQE Legislation Language

“…all students are prepared at the end of their elemen-
tary and secondary education experience for college, 
careers and successful participation in our democratic 
institutions, no matter where they live or what their 
economic, racial or ethnic background is.”

Assembly Bill 8 (Julia Brownley, D-Santa Monica)

CFJ Student Leaders 
Storm Sacramento
Cont’d from p. 1

CFJ Justice League Monthly 
Donor Campaign 

CFJ is funded by you—people 
who believe in the struggle 
for social justice in education 
led by young people of color. 
Their work would not be pos-
sible without partnership from 
adult allies. On April 13, we are 
kicking off the Justice League 
Monthly Donor Campaign with 
the goal of signing up fifty new 
people to CFJ’s monthly giv-
ing program. Student leaders 
need your help to get to Sac-
ramento to demand full funding 
for their schools. Join the Jus-
tice League today and invest in 
young people of color as move-
ment leaders. Sign up online 
at www.caljustice.org or by 
returning the donation envelope 
with your newsletter. Together, 
we are powerful!

CJ Perez and Kevin Shelton, both from Fresno, speak with a staff member from 	
Assemblyman Juan Arambula’s office during the Statewide Leadership Retreat
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Cold and rainy weather could not deter 
thirty-eight student leaders as they gath-
ered in Sacramento for Californians for Jus-
tice’s annual Statewide Leadership Retreat 
(SLR), which took place from February 28 – 	
March 2, 2009.

Student leaders trekked in from CFJ’s four or-
ganizing regions—Long Beach, Fresno, San 
Jose, and Oakland—to learn more about the 
history of racial injustice in California schools, 
develop their organizing skills, and meet with 
legislators. They arrived Saturday afternoon 
and settled into the Sacramento Hostel, a 
stunning and amazingly restored 124-year 
old Victorian mansion located in downtown 
Sacramento.

“I was excited when we got there,” said Ke-
nyon Davis, a junior from Long Beach Poly 
PAAL. “The house was huge and I couldn’t 
wait to go in.”

The opening session of the SLR allowed 
youth leaders to meet CFJ’s new executive 
director, Jeremy Lahoud, and give input on 
CFJ’s priority goals for 2009 which focus on 
the Campaign for a Quality Education, youth 
leadership development, fundraising, organi-
zational development, and media and com-
munications strategy. 

Student leaders also performed skits by 
regions to update their fellow members on 
their local work and voted in new CFJ board 
members Reverend Floyd Harris and Maria 
Ortega (see feature on pg. 4)

The opening session also allowed student 
leaders to get to know CFJ as a collection 
of dedicated staff and student members. 
“It was great to see all the people and old 
friends from previous years,” said Angélica 
Lemus, a senior at Fresno’s Roosevelt High 
School. “It’s exciting to see we’re making a 
change statewide, and that there are other 
people going through the same things.”

Following a night of movies, games, and 

homework, student leaders rose Sunday 
morning to a crash course itinerary de-
signed to develop their organizing skills. “It’s 
definitely something I’ve never done before,” 
said Iva Hu, a freshman at Independence 
High School in San Jose. “I learned a lot 
of important things like base-building as a 
movement, grassroots fundraising through 
the community, and media and communica-
tions tools.”

In the afternoon, student leaders were intro-
duced to the Campaign for a Quality Edu-
cation, CFJ’s statewide alliance dedicated 
to ensuring that all students are 100 per-
cent prepared for college and careers upon 
graduating from high school. CQE Statewide 
Alliance Coordinator Charles McDonald led 
a political education session on the current 
economic crisis and its roots in racially pro-
filed, predatory lending that would make an 
economics professor proud.  CQE Statewide 
Campaign Director Carmen Iñiguez updated 
student leaders on the recent efforts of the 
CQE, recent discussions with legislators, and 

legislation language (see CQE update on pg. 
3). 

But it wasn’t all business, as that night the 
CFJ staff and student leaders offered up their 
talents in the Annual SLR Talent Show, which 
featured an evening of poetry, song, magic, 
dance, and comedy. One of the standouts 
performances was an original song by CFJ 
board member Vanessa Bell, accompanied 
by Jeremy on guitar. 

Monday morning, student leaders and staff 
quickly packed up and headed over to the 
state capitol. They were greeted with a spe-
cial visit from Assemblywoman Julia Brown-
ley (D-Santa Monica) who offered encourag-
ing words and support for their upcoming 
legislative visits. 

“I think the fact that we are not succeed-
ing in educating all of our children is the 

CFJ Student Leaders Storm Sacramento

CFJ student leaders and staff gather beneath the rotunda of the State Capitol Building in Sacramento, 
CA during the annual Statewide Leadership Retreat

Continued on Pg. 3

CFJ Leader: Maria Ortega
The newest student board member of CFJ 
has big plans for herself. 

Maria Ortega, a junior at Edison High School 
in Fresno, plans on graduating as her school’s 
valedictorian (she currently has a 4.2 GPA), 
attending USC or Stanford, and studying so-
cial work and political science.   She’d also 
like to join the Peace Corps, 
get a Master’s degree or two, 
and become a social worker.

“My passion is helping kids, 
ending the suffering of kids,” 
the 16-year old said. 

Maria joined CFJ two years 
ago, recruited by her cousin 
Angélica Lemus and CFJ 
Fresno lead organizer Gina 
Rodriguez.   “(CFJ) was dif-
ferent,” she said. “It was like 
school, but it wasn’t cen-
sored.” She quickly stepped up to serve as 
the Edison chapter president last year, and 
now as Alliance Chair, where she builds con-
nections with other school clubs, and as 
Campaign Chair for the Fresno region. 

“Maria came in really quiet, but then some-
thing happened and she skyrocketed,” said 
Rodriguez. “She gets the issues and can tie 
her opinions into her political education at 
CFJ. She’s a great speaker now, and really 
owns her space when she talks to legislators 
and elected officials.” 

Maria points out last year’s “Your Future, 
Your Life, You Have the Power” college ac-
cess campaign—in which students fought to 
have A-G college requirement posters placed 
in all classrooms and to reduce the student 
to counselor ratio from 800:1 to 450:1—as a 
highlight of her organizing work. 

“It was a huge step for us. Our 
first victory,” stated Maria, who 
likes hanging out with her friends 
at the mall or local pizza parlor. 
Later this year, they have plans 
to go prom dress shopping in 
Los Angeles. 

Maria is inspired to make change 
and work hard by her mom, a 
single mother who works two 
jobs to make ends meet. “I had 
to grow up fast,” said the oldest 
of four siblings who immigrated 
to the United States thirteen 

years ago. “My goal is to buy her a house and 
make sure she is provided for.” 

At the 2009 CFJ Student Leadership Retreat, 
Maria continued her dedication to CFJ by 
stepping up and being voted in as a board 
member. “It was a step further on the ladder,” 
she said. “A great chance to learn.”

As a board member, Maria wants “CFJ to grow, 
to be all about the community, to be in the com-
munity, to be funded by the community, and 
most of all, to keep leading the movement.”

A P R I L

April 7	 CFJ San Jose—Eastside 
Education Alliance Policy 
Roundtable

 	 4:30-6:30pm, National Hispanic 
University 14271 Story Road  
San Jose, CA 95127

April 13	 CFJ Justice League Monthly 
Donor Campaign Kick-Off

April 22	 CFJ Oakland—OUSD 100% 
Prepared Survey presented at 
Oakland Unified School District 
board meeting

	 5:00-9:00pm OUSD Board 
Room, 1025 2nd Avenue 
Oakland, CA 94606

April 30	 CFJ Fresno —Dropout Campaign 
Kick-off Rally  
Time and place TBA

April 30	 CFJ Long Beach—Education 
Forum, ECCO: Making the “Best 
Urban School District” Better

	 6:00 - 9:00pm, Location TBA
M AY

May	 CQE Action and Rally in 
Sacramento

	 Exact time and date TBA

J U N E

June 15	 Summer Youth Leadership 
Academy (SYLA) Opening

Please contact paul@caljustice.org if you are 
interested in participating in any of the above 
events and actions.

CFJ Upcoming Calendar 2009

CFJ Donors – Thank You!
Thank you to our community supporters who support and 
motivate us to make change in our schools. The following 
people have donated since September 1, 2008.

* Designates Justice League members who make monthly 
donations to CFJ. Join them at www.caljustice.org or by  
calling 510-452-2728.

Susan Summerfield and 
Carol Burdick

AyeNay Abye*
Isaac Acosta*
Kathryn Adam 
Jan Adams and Rebecca 

Gordon*
Gayle Adams
Harry Adams*
Jesmin Ahmed and Zahed 

Ahmed
Genevieve Alderete
Dana Aleshire
Francisco Alvarado
Tamara Alvarado
Iris Armenta
Sam Assefa
Marianna Aue and Cara 

Jobson*
Louise Auerhahn
Ralphy Avitia
Jesse Bachrach*
Elaine Bachrach and William 

Bachrach
Ari Bachrach*
Gordon Baranco
Jessica Barber*
John Berg
Jodie Berger
Gene Bernardi
Heather Bernikoff
Nohemi Betancourt and 

Ben Betancourt
Sari Bilick

Gary Blasi and Kit Kol-
lenberg*

Marissa Bloom*
Shigeharu Bonk*
George Bouldt
Jennifer Emiko Boyden
Aspen Branch-Moore*
Kim Brettschneider and 

Patrick
Pauline Brooks
China Brotsky and Daniel 

Roth
Elizabeth Brown
Dana Bunnett
Phyllida Burlingame
Christine Byon
Harrison Castro*
Charlotte Casey
Gilbert Chavez and Mary 

Ann Chavez*
Ann Cheng
Son Cheong Kuan
Wendall Chin and Yvonne 

Taylor
Young Whan
Chriatiane Clark
Ari Clemenzi
Zhanette Coffee*
Eli Conley*
Jill Contreras
Talia Cooper
Jes Cornette
Manuel Correia and 

Ramona Tobias

Paul Coutts and Alexa 
Coutts

Josh Cranston
Forest Crumpley and Elsa 

Crumpley
David Cunningham
Grace Dacoug
Nancy Dalwin and Geoffrey 

Dalwin*
Beth Daly
Diana Dang*
Jennifer Dang*
Ramie Dare
Linda Darling-Hammond 

and Allen Hammond IV
Julie Davidson-Gomez and 

Antonio Gomez
Sarina de la Rosa
Rosylin Dean
Lydia Dibene
Helen Duffy and Bill 

Chorneau
Jerry Dyer and Elaine Yee 

Chin*
Emunah Edinburgh
Shareef Elfiki
Juliet Ellis
Michael Falk and Lynne 

Prather
Claire Feder
Lisa Feldberg
Nina Fendel
Rona Fernandez and 

Henry Liu*

Netsy Firestein and Larry 
Bilick

Mike Fitzgerald
Vickie Fouts
Michelle Foy
Melia Franklin and David 

Baker
Charlie Freas
Tanya Freudenberger and 

Richard Freuden-
berger, Jr.

Donna Furuta*
Paul Furuta
Maria Gaspar*
Michael Gast*
Colin Glassey and Hoa 

Glassey
Amanda Goad 
Miles Goff*
Emily Goldfarb
Helen R. Goldsmith and 

Paul Heller
Jose Gomez
Judith Grether
Abel Guillen
Douglas Hailey III*
Sarah Ann Haldan
Elizabeth Hall
C. Stuart Hall
Linda Halpern and Elliot 

Halpern
Maxine Heiliger*
Monica Henestroza
Monica Hernandez and 

Anthony Del Porto
Kristina Hernandez
Eve Hershcopf
Kaysi Holman
Laura Hong
Angela Hong*
Lex Horan
Lina Hoshino
Andy Huang*
Janet Hund
Priscilla Hung

Nona Hungate*
Raymond Huynh Ly and 

Tim Duy Ly
Lindsay Imai Hong andCliff 

Imai
Janelle Ishida*
Taryn Ishida and Ryan 

Komagome
Hitesh Jadau
Maricela Jauregui
Matthew Jendian
Kelly Jocius
Paul Johnson and Jeanette 

Johnson
Angelica Jongco
Beckie Joyce and Leonard 

Townsell
Cesar Juarez
K-Dub
Cynthia Kaufman
Jane Kaufman*
Russell Kennedy and Anita 

Varela
Monika Kessling
Helen Kim
Paul Kivel
Kim Klausner and Debra 

Chasnoff
Kim Klein and Stephanie 

Roth
Jenn Knox
Bill Kong
Stacy Kono*
Toby Kramer and Flo 

Vasquez
Jeremy Lahoud*
Ryan Lahurd and Carol 

Lahurd
Kristin Lahurd
Johnny Lam
Richard Lam*
Marilyn Langlois
Cathy Le*
Khanh Le*
Ed Lee and Lisa Nakamura*

Andrea Lee
Ntanya Lee and T. Ayoka 

Turner
Vicki Legion
Alison Lehmann
Claire Lesnick*
Yan Li*
Janet Lipson
Jia Liu
Mao Chi Liu
Ruben Lizardo*
Cadelba Lomeli-Loibl
Ana Lopez
Geff Lozano
SAM Luckey
Beatrice Lugo
Lee Lussier and April 

Lussier
Kelly Luu*
Heather MacLeod*
Elizabeth Maldonado
Eric Mar and Sandra 

Chin Mar*
Natasha Marsh
Karintha Marshall*
Gregory Martin and Susan 

Springborg
Sharon Martinas
Olga Martinez
Norma Martinez-HoSang 

and Dan HoSang
Kenneth Matsumura and 

Molleen Matsumura*
Elly Matsumura
Socorro McCord and 

Robert McCord
Charles McDonald*
Tanya McNeill
Jonathan McNeill
Annie McPheeters
Katie Mechem
Marisol Melendrez
Ruby Mendoza
Barbara Milazzo
Niya Mohammed*

Carmen Montano
Daniel Moser
Thomas Mosmiller
Natalia Cruz Navarro*
Suely Ngouy
Stephanie Nguyen
Tran Nguyen
Theresa Nguyen*
Lauren O’Brien and Dave 

O’Brien*
Voula O’Grady
Ruth Obel-Jorgensen
Lucila Ortiz*
Dale Ota and Russell Ota
Patty Overland
Frances Panasci
Cori Parrish*
Jean Pauline and Tom 

Brown
Nicole Perez
Fred Persily*
Mary Prophet
Jean Rabovsky
Kim Rafeedie
Margarita Ramirez
Rafael Ramirez Solorzano
Deborah Ranker*
Patricia Reyes
Cathy Rion*
Michael Rion
Julia Ris
Solomon Rivera*
Sara Rizik-Baer*
Jon Rodney
Gina Rodriguez*
Robert Rodriguez and Lydia 

Rodriguez
Gina Rodriguez
Jen Roitman
Igdalia Rojas*
Nora Roman
Michael Rosenfeld and 

Naomi Rosenfeld
Stephanie Roth and Kim 

Klein

Andrea Roth
Irwin Roth and Frances 

S Roth
Daniel Roth and Karin 

Ashley
Alison Roth
Lisa Roth
Susan Runyan
Mariko Ryono and Max 

Mariscol
Ernesto Saavedra*
Alex Safron
Cathy Sakimura and Ellen 

Freytag
Reiko Sakuma*
Larry Salazar
Nancy Sampson
Ann Sandoval*
Maria Sandoval
Shana Sanford
Michael-David Sasson and 

Kirsten Cross
Susan Schacher
Brian Sharbano
Laura Shaw Murra
Anthony Shell
Bill Shiebler
Dana Shirazi
Jan Slagter
Judy Smith
Jesus Solorio
Abdi Soltani and Grace 

Kong*
Hannah Strange
Antonio Swancy*
Stacie Szmonko*
Diep Tang*
Mari Rose Taruc
Michelle Thai*
Jasmin Thana*
Mila Thomas
Mazzy Thompson
Sara Tiras
Laura Jean Torgerson and 

Timothy Donaghy

Isabel Toscano
Yvette Tran*
Linda Tran
Ky-Phong Paul Tran*
Yvonne Tran*
Alexander Tu*
John Tweten and Sylvia 

Tweten
Stacy Umezu
Alina Uong and Lisa Tran*
Vivian Van Duong*
Valentina Velez-Rocha
Rachel Vernon
Lee Anne Vezzani-Katano
Bianca Villanueva and 

Edward Villanueva
Maura Villanueva*
Andrea Villasenor-Perry and 

Francis Perry
Sasha Vodnik*
Saul & Billie Wachter
Amanda Wake
Jessie Warner and Jason 

Sanders*
Angela Wayfer
Lettie Weinmann and Barry 

Weinmann
Allen Weinrub
Rose Whitcomb
Phyllis Willett
Felton Williams, PH.D.
S Wingate
Danette Winslow
Diana Wirt
Dr. Gordon Wong, D.D.S.
Geri Yang
Clarice Yanga
Nicky Gonzalez Yuen and 

Jude Yuen*
Richard Yurman
Alejandro Zaffaroni, M.D. 

and Leah L Zaffaroni
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Californians for Justice Education Fund is a statewide, grassroots organization working for racial justice by building the 
power of communities that have been pushed to the margins of the political process. We organize youth, immigrants, 
low-income people and communities of color in order to improve their social, economic and political conditions.
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